LIVE THEATRE
Returns to
The Whiting
with

T

here’s nothing quite like the
buzz of a theatre full of eager
audience members just before
the show starts. The collective
anticipation creates a kind of electricity
in the air—most know they’re about
to have a shared, palpable, sensory
experience. Those who have never
experienced it are in for a treat, and
will undoubtedly be back again.
It’s a kind of unforgettable magic that can’t
be replicated, that connects everyone in
the audience and on-stage for a moment
in time. Many have been missing it,
yearning for it since the world’s doorstep
was darkened by Covid-19 in March
2020. But art transcends and endures,
and it's time to experience that electricity
once again. The house lights go down,
the orchestra tunes, and the show begins.
Ella McAndrew, Senior Manager of
Programming at The Whiting, turned
to theatre and art to keep her going
through these unprecedented times,
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even if it wasn’t in the form of live
performances. “I listened to the soundtracks
and imagined the players on the stage,
singing, dancing, and telling a story.”
“That theatre is making a coming back, is
no surprise,” McAndrew said. “Throughout
history, the arts have proven to be
incredibly resilient in the worst of time;
coming back to audiences thrilled to see
and share in the story they have to tell.”
During the closure of public spaces
during the pandemic, McAndrew was
thinking of new ways to reach audiences.
“We created a weekly video podcast
featuring interviews that span generations
of theatre goers. 'Capitol Memories' is
about how Flint’s historic Capitol Theatre
has been at the center of our community
for almost a century,” she said. The show
airs on Fridays at capitoltheatreflint.com,
and serves as a newsreel preceding a
Friday night movie on the big screen.
Safety of everyone who walks through
the door is of the utmost importance

as audiences return to the theatre,
shared McAndrew. The FIM and
Whiting staff remain vigilant and
responsive to safety recommendations
from public health officials.
When McAndrew plans the programming,
she looks for a diverse, interesting, and
entertaining season that appeals to a
variety of community members. Fiddler
on the Roof, a beloved classic, will be the
first Broadway production to grace The
Whiting theatre’s stage in over a year.

said McAndrew. “Plus who doesn’t
love the idea of fiddler on the roof!”
Fiddler on the Roof runs at
The Whiting Auditorium
November 26-28.
The wait is over, and the chance to
experience a live Broadway production
is back once again. Toast “to life!”
and get your tickets today at
thewhiting.com or 810-237-7333.

Fiddler has roots in Detroit, Michigan,
where the show’s initial previews started
at the Fisher Theatre before moving to
Broadway in the 60s. “I have an absolute
soft spot for any shows that have a
connection to Michigan, so it had an
immediate leg up for me,” she said.
“What I love about this show is that even
nearly 60 years later, the family struggles
of money, relationships, and feeling
like the whole world is against you will
still resonate with audience members,”
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SCOT T
CURTIS
David Scott Curtis
will play Rabbi in the
November 26-28, 2021
Broadway production of
Fiddler on the Roof at
The Whiting Auditorium

20

Flint Institute of Music

What do you love
about theatre?
It's hard to pin it down to one thing. I did
my first show, Cheaper By The Dozen,
when I was 11 years old. That same year
I started singing in a barbershop quartet
with my dad and two older brothers. From
then on, being on stage felt like home.
It is a place to share a story, to build
friendships, to see what it might be like to
BE someone else. When it's done well, it
also creates a space for the audience to
experience a world they might not ever
see and maybe to feel seen themselves.

Have you performed
at The Whiting in
Flint before?
If so, what is it like?
I have never performed at The Whiting
before. Although it may seem by my salt
and peppered beard that I'm a seasoned
professional [dad joke], I have only been
in the professional theatre world for a few
years. I didn't pursue theatre as a career
until just before my 50th birthday. I got
married, had kids and held a wide variety
of jobs before I finally realized what I
wanted to be when I grow up. I have lived
in Three Rivers, Muskegon, Imlay City,
Adrian, Plainwell, Saginaw and Traverse
City and performed in community theatres
in many of those places.

Is this your first
tour with Fiddler?
Actually, this is my second year with the
Fiddler tour. I was on the 2019-2020 tour
which was cut short by the pandemic.

We were at the Fisher Theatre in Detroit.
We did the show Thursday night and
were all on the way to the theatre for
a rehearsal on Friday afternoon when
everyone got a text telling us not to come
in because our shows had been canceled
for a few days. When we return to the
stage in October it will be 593 days later.

What other shows
have you done?
Since moving to New York I have been on
the national tour of 42nd Street as Abner
Dillon, played Santa in Elf: The Musical,
Mr. Bumble in Oliver! and have done
several new works and Off-Broadway
productions. Before that I did a lot of
shows, but my favorites were The 25th
Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee, The
Spitfire Grill and The Rocky Horror Show.

What excites you about
the return of theatre?
It's so exciting to be back on stage again
in front of real people! I'm also thrilled
to be reconnecting with my friends and
having some sense of normalcy. Theatre
is about sharing stories and bringing
community together. We have really
missed that for the last year and a half.
Because Fiddler is so universally loved
and speaks to themes that we all identify
with, I can't think of a better show to
share at this moment. The lore is, that
from its original opening on Broadway,
Fiddler On The Roof has been performed
somewhere in the world every night...until
March 12, 2020. I was privileged to be in
that show and am equally privileged to be
in the first show back.
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